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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5886

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
St ranni gan, Swecker, Jacobsen and Cke)

Read first tinme 03/10/97.

AN ACT Relating to the regional fisheries enhancenent program
anendi ng RCW 75. 50. 080 and 75.50. 100; adding a new section to chapter
75.50 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Currently, many of the salnon stocks on the Washi ngton coast
and in Puget Sound are severely depressed and may soon be |isted under
the federal endangered species act.

(2) Imedi ate action is needed to reverse the severe decline of the
resource and ensure its very survival

(3) The cooperation and participation of private |andowners in
efforts to restore and enhance anadronous fish popul ations is crucial
to their success.

(4) The existing property rights of private | andowners shoul d not
be adversely inpacted at a |l ater date, by the successful inplenentation
of salnmon restoration and enhancenent projects on their property.

(5) Regional fisheries enhancenent groups have been exceptionally
successful in their efforts to work with private | andowners to restore
and enhance sal non habitat on private | ands.
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(6) Regional fisheries enhancenent groups have provided the nost
cost-effective approach to affecting the recovery of anadronous
fisheries in Wshington state, wth work undertaken by regional
fisheries enhancenment groups returning on average nine dollars in
mat chi ng funds for every one dollar in expenditures fromthe regional
enhancenment account.

(7) As each of the groups mature and expand, funding becones a
significant limtation to maxim zing their fisheries enhancenent and
habitat restoration efforts.

(8) Therefore, an anple stable funding source is essential to the
success of the regional enhancenent groups and their efforts to work
cooperatively with private | andowners to restore sal nbn resources.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The regional fisheries enhancenment group
advi sory board shall conduct a study of federal, state, and |oca
permtting requirenents for fisheries enhancenent and habitat
restoration projects. The study shall identify redundant, conflicting,
or duplicative permtting requirenents and rules, and shall make
recommendations for streamlining and i nproving the permtting process.
The results of the study shall be reported to the senate natural
resources and parks conm ttee and the house of representatives natural
resources commttee by Novenber 1, 1997

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 75.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The comm ssion, in consultation wth the regional fisheries
enhancenent advisory board, shall develop a cooperative habitat
i ncentive program through which private |andowners nmay enter into an
agreenent with the departnent to enhance habitat for salnonid fisheries
on the | andowners property. As part of the agreenent, the departnent
may, with the concurrence of other appropriate state agencies and the
| andowner, stipulate conditions that will be consi dered when eval uati ng
a future application on the subject property for a hydraulic permt
applied for under RCW75. 20. 100 or 75.20.103, or other permt mandated
by state |aw Unless jointly agreed to by all parties, the future
decisions pertaining to the issuance, denial, or conditioning of a
hydraul i c or other state agency permt shall be based on the conditions
present on the | andowner’s property at the tinme of the agreenent. The
stipul ations shall not be appurtenant to the | and.
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An agreenent under this section shall contain a description of the
property affected by the stipulation or stipulations, an expiration
date, a description of the condition of the property, including
existing salnon resources at the tinme of the agreenent, and other
informati on as needed by the departnent and the | andowner for future
reference and deci si ons.

Sec. 4. RCW75.50.080 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 47 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Regi onal fisheries enhancenent groups, consistent with the |ong-
termregional policy statenents devel oped under RCW 75.50. 020, shall
seek to:

(1) Enhance the sal non and steel head resources of the state;

(2) Maxim ze volunteer efforts and private donations to i nprove the
sal non and steel head resources for all citizens;

(3) Assist the departnent in achieving the goal to double the
state-w de sal non and st eel head catch by the year 2000 ((under—chapter
234 —taws—of—1988)); and

(4) Devel op projects designed to suppl enent the fishery enhancenent
capability of the departnent.

Sec. 5. RCW75.50.100 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 2 s 39 (ReferendumBil |l
No. 45) are each anended to read as foll ows:

The dedicated regional fisheries enhancenent group account 1is
created in the custody of the state treasurer. Only the conmm ssion or
t he comm ssion’s designee may aut hori ze expenditures fromthe account.
The account is subject to allotnment procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW
but no appropriation is required for expenditures.

A surcharge of one dollar shall be collected on each recreationa
personal use food fish |license and steel head license sold in the state.
A surcharge of one hundred dollars shall be collected on each
commercial salnon fishery |icense, each salnon delivery license, and
each sal non charter license sold in the state. A surcharge of twenty-
five dollars shall also be collected on each fishing guide |license and

each anadronmpus gane fish buyers license sold in the state. The
departnent shall study nethods for collecting and maki ng avail abl e, an
annual list, including nanes and addresses, of all persons who obtain

recreational and comrercial salnon fishing licenses. This list nay be
used to assist formation of the regional fisheries enhancenent groups
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and all ow t he broadest participation of |license holders in enhancenent
efforts. The results of the study shall be reported to the house of
representatives fisheries and wldlife conmttee and the senate
envi ronment and natural resources commttee by Cctober 1, 1990. Al

recei pts shall be placed in the regional fisheries enhancenent group
account and shall be wused exclusively for regional fisheries
enhancenent group projects for the purposes of RCW 75.50.110. The
regional fisheries enhancenent account mnmay receive federal funds

desi gnated for fisheries enhancenent and habitat restoration projects

conducted by reqgional fisheries enhancenent qgroups. Funds from t he

regional fisheries enhancenent group account shall not serve as
repl acenent fundi ng for departnent operated sal non projects that exist
on January 1, 1991.

Al revenue fromthe departnment’s sal e of sal non carcasses and eggs
that return to group facilities shall be deposited in the regiona
fisheries enhancenent group account for use by the regional fisheries
enhancenment group that produced the surplus. The conm ssion shall
adopt rules to inplement this section pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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